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ABSTRACT

The present volume is one of a series intended to
provide a comparative view of the education systems of member
countries of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) . Published in response to a need for a conversion
key so that national data cculd be readily converted on the hasis of
a standardized system, its purpcse is to assist OECD member countries
in the development of their educational statistics and to provide a
basis for the collection of internationally comparable statistics.
The types of education and institutions in each country were listed,
and explanatory information was compiled. The evaluation criteria
included length of studies, admission reguirements, gualifications
conferred and the possibility of transfer to other types of
education, organization of studies on a full-time or part-time basis,
and any other information of possible interest. Each type of
education or institution has been reclassified under the OECD system,
both from the standpoint of standardized designation and in terms of
its position on the educational laddex by year of study. This volume
deals with Engiand and Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland. A short
bibliography following each country gives sources of information
regarding the educational institutions. Related dccuments are ED 067
347 (Finland, Germany, Japan) and ED 068 409 (Netherlands, Sweden,
Turkey) . (JIMB)
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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) was set up under a Convention
signed in Paris on 14th December, 1960, which provides
that the OECD shall promote policies designed:

— to achieve the highest sustainable economic growth
and employment and a rising standard of living in
Member countries, while maintaining financial sta-
bility, and thus to contribute to the development of
the world economy;

— to contribute to sound economic expansion in
Member as well as non-member countries in the
process of economic development;

— to contribute to the expansion of world trade on a
multilateral, non-discriminatory basis in accordance
with international obligations.

The Members of OECD are Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom
and the United States.

© Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment, 1972.

Queries concerning permissions or translation rights should
be addressed to;

Director of Information, O.E.C.D.

2, rue André-Pascal, 75775 PARIS CEDEX 16, France.




INTRODUCTION

The present volume is one of a series intended to provide a com-
parative view of the education systems of all OECD Member countries,
It is a complement to the earlier OECD "handbook" for educational
planners: Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Planning which
was published in 1967; one of the conclusions of which was the need to
establish a "conversion key for all OECD Member countries so that
published national data can be readily converted on the basis of the
standardized system" as proposed in the above publication*,

The purposec of both the "hardbook' and this classification is to
assist OECD Member countries in the development of their education-
al statistics and to provide a basis for the collection of internationally
comparable statistics.

In fact, although education is first and foremost a national concern,
the problems experienced in the development of educational systems
are often similar in a number of countries, For this reason, it may
be useful to compare different countries' solutions to specific problems.
But for such comparisons to be valid, they must be based on common
terms of reference; the statistics must, insofar as possible, have the
same meaning in the various countries concerned,

For the statistics published by national authorities to be used as a
basis for inter-country comparisons, a classification system and a set
of definitions must be adopted which are acceptable and applicable to
all the countries interested in making such comparisons,

Efforts have been made in various OECD studies to publish statis-
tics on as comparable a basis as possible; no classification of educa-
tion systems in their entirety has yet been established. The prepara-
tion of such a classification for OECD Member countries was included
in the programme of the Committee for Scientific and Technical Personnel
which has recently been replaced by the Education Committee,

* This publication was endorsed by the OECD Council "as a suitable framework
for the compilation of comparahle educational statistics",




‘The ""handbook provides the basic analytical framework and rationale
for the classification; the present study shows in detail how the different
parts of each country's education system are related to the reference
frame in the "handbook". It is intended to be a guide to anyone who
wishes to compare or understand the structure of the education system
in OECD Member countries,

To establish a conversion key for the different countries, we have
to start with the national classification of each country; in principle,
only those types of education or institutions which are explicitly treated
in national statistics are included, The degree of detail in published
statistics varies enormously from country to country, and this explains
the divergence in the size of the entry for different countries in these
volumes, Where appropriate, and when the information was available,
other types of education have also been mentioned.,

The next step was to compile maximum information on these differ-
ent types of education so as to assess them qualitatively, The evaluation
criteria included length of studies, admission requirements (i, e, previous
schooling), qualifications conferred and the possibility of transfer to
other types of education, organisation of studies on a full-time or on a
part-time basis, and any other information of possible interest to poten~
tial readers,

On the basis of this information, each type of education or institution
has been reclassified under the OECD system, both from the standpoint
of standardized designation and in terms of its position on the education-
al ladder by year of study.

Since education is now being extensively reorganised in many coun-
tries, the present study attempts to present the existing situation but
also to give an indication of changes which have occurred during the
past ten years,

While the present classification is valid for the situation at the date
muntioned for each country, it may no longer hold for the new education-
a2l structures and concepts towards which some countries are already
moving: for example, the discontinuance of the notion of levels and
grades, continuing or recurrent education, etc. These changes wili be
taken into account in future revisions of this classification.

‘Since educational statistics in most countries are still cast in a
national mould which reflects traditional administrative needs, itis
hoped that this conversion key may help to promote a better mutual
understanding of the systems in the different countries, permit the
compilation and presentation of comparable statistics and enable each
country to identify easily what is covered by each aggregate presented
in a particular study.




This classification was prepared for all OECD Member countries
by the Directorate for Scientific Affairs of the OECD Secretariat on the
basis of available information and was subsequently submitted to the
appropriate national authorities for verification and approval. Respon-
sibility for the work in the Secretariat was with Monique Solliliage of
the Educational Investment and Development Division, asmsted by
Randolph Quenum, James Steel and Arne Isachsen.




DEFINITION OF TERMS
USED IN THE OECD CLASSIFICATION*

This is a classification by type of education and not by institution
providing education. In fact, pupils of the same institution may, de-
pending on the section or options chosen, take a general or vocational
course, a course prepzring them for higher studies, or a terminal
course, Only the different types of education are suitable for inter-
couniry comparison, A case in point is that of the universities: as
educational institutions they may provide, in addition to courses lead-
ing to the officially recognised first university degree, courses of
shorter duration leading to qualifications below first-degree level and
comparable to those awarded by higher education institutions not having
university status, Conversely, non-university institutions may award
the equivalent of a university degree.

Pre-primary

Non~compulsory education preceding entrance into primary educa-
tion,

Primary

Compulsory general education for all pupils, In systems providing
a comprehensive-type education for all pupils wh.ch covers all or part
of their compulsory schooling, only those years in which there is no
differentiation (in the form of subject options) have been regarded as
primary education.

General secondary

Education which is not direct preparation for an occupation,

Technical secondary

Education designed as direct preparation for an occupation ortrade,

*  For further details of this classification, the reader is referred to Chapter IX of

Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Planning, OECD, 1967,




Secondary (a)

General or technical education offers pupils, upon completion, a
relatively good chance of continuing their studies in a higher education
establishment,

Secondary (b)

General or technical education, after which pupils have little chance
of continuing to higher education,

This separation of secondary education into types (a) and (b) seems
preferable to the frequently-used division into lower and upper levels
or 1st and 2nd cycles because in more and more cases the lower level
is common to all pupils (although sometimes composed of different
sections) and only at the end of this period do pupils receive final guid-
ance and make definitive choice concerning their future schooling,

Teacher training

Preparatory training for the teaching profession,

Non-university type higher education*

Higher education leading to a specific qualification, often occupation-
al and, unlike the first university degree, generally not offering the
possibility of pursuing doctorate or other post-graduate studies,

University type higher education*

The length of the different types of education varies from country
to country, It was therefore considered advisable to specify the cor-
responding years of study in the educational scale so as to permit any
regrouping necessary for inter~country comparisons,

*  Where it has not been possible to mak:2 the distinction between non-university
higher education and university higher education as defined here, the level of the degree
awarded at the end of the different types of studies has been specified: below first-degree
level, intermediate diploma (usually preparatory to first degree), first or basic degree,
higher degree (above first degree), doctorate,




ENGLAND AND WALES

(September 1971)

Compulsory schooling: 10 years, from the age of 5 to 15
(11 years from 5 to 16, as from 1972/73)
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NORTHERN IRELAND

(September 1971)

Compulsory schooling: 10 years from the age of 5t0 15
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SCOTLAND

(September 1971)

Compulsory schooling: 10 years from the age of 5 to 15
(Raising of school leaving age to 16, as from 1972/73)
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OECD SALES AGENTS
DEPOSITAIRES DES PUBLICATIONS DE L’OCDE

ARGENTINE
Labreria de las Nacwones
Aluna 500, BUENOS AIRLS

AUSTRALIA - AUSIRALIE
Il LC N Ageneres Pry, 1td
175 Coltins Strect. MLLBOURNE 3000

AUSTRIA ~ AUTRICHE

Gicrold and Co.. Graben 31 WILN |

Sub-Agent - GRAZ- Buchhandlung Jos A Kua-
reich. Sackitrasic 6

BELGIUM - BELGIQUE

Librainc des Saicnces

Coudenberg 76-7% ¢t ruc des Eperonnicrs $4,
B 1000 BRUNELLES 1

BRAZIL — BRESII,

Mestee Jou S A, Rua Guarpa $1S.

Caixa Postal ‘-0‘)0 08 :\O FPALLO 10
Rua Scnador I)an.n 95 205-6, R1IO DI,
JANEIRO GB

CANADA

Information Canada
OTTAWA.

DENMARK = DANEMARK

Munisgaard Boghaadel, Ltd . Norregade 6
KOBENHAVN K.

FINLAND ~ FINLANDE

Akatceminen Kirahauppa, Koshushatu 2,
HELSINKI

FORMOSA - FORMOSE

Books and Scicntific Supplxcs Scrvsces. Lid,
P.O.B.3), TAIPEL

TAIWAN,

FRANCE
Burcau des Publications de I'OCDE
2 rue André-Pascal, 75775 PARIS CEDEX 16
l'nnclpau! sous depositaires :
PARIS : Presses Universitaires de France,
49 bd Saint-Michel, 35005 Pars,
Scicnees Politiques (Lib.)
30 ruc Saint-Guillaume, 75007 Paris.
1300 AIN-EN.-PROVENCE : Librairic dc I'Um.
versite.
38000 GRENOKLE : Arthaud.
&3000 STRASBOURG : Berger-Lesrault
31000 TOULOUSE : Privat
GERMANY = ALLEMAGNE
Deescher Ilundc;-\'crlag G.m.b.11
Posuach 9380, §3
Sub-Agents: urm I\' 62: Fiwert & Mcurcr,
HAMBURG :  Rceuter-Klockner . und in  den
m.'nsgcbcndcn Buchhandlungea Deutscilands
GREECE - GRECE
Libraitic K:uﬂmann. 28 ruc du $tade,
ATHENES
Librairic Inlcr ionale Jean Msihal los ct Fils
75 ruc llermou, B.P, 23, TIII SSALONIRT
ICELAND = ISLANDE
Snaxcbjorn Jonsson and Co.. h 1., Hatnantrxetr 9,
P.O.I 1131, REYKJAVIK
INDIA « INDE
Oxford Book and Stationcry Co.*
NEW DELII, Scindia IZouse.
CALCUTTA. 17 Park Strcer.
IRELAND - IRLANDE
Eason and Son, <0 lov\cr O Conncll Street,
P.O.B. 2. DUBLIN |
ISRAEL
FEmanuc Hrown :
9 Shlomzion Hamalka Sircet, JER USALLM.
38 .\Il:nh{ Road. and 48 Nahlath Benjamin St.,
TEL-AV

ITALY = ITALIE

Libreria Comnisss:onara Sansom

Via Lamarmera 28, $0121 FIRENZL

Via Roncagha 13, 30136 MILANO
<ou$-dcpo-xla|rc:

I'dstrace ¢ Libreria Nleeder,

Pazza Monteitono 170, D01de ROMA

Librersa Ruzzols, Lar, o Chx,x 15, 0018~ ROMA
Librera Hocpl, Vaa Tlocpls &0 20121 MILANO
Eibrera Tattes. Via Gamhalde 3, 10122 TORINO
La diffus:one delle cdinnoas OCDIE ¢ noltre assve-
rata datle mighior: librerse relle citta it smportants
JAPAN = JAPON

Maruzen (.ommn\ | REIN

o Tori-Nichome Nihonbashi, TOK YO 103,

P.0 8. 3050, Tokya International 1003,
LEBANON = LIBAN

Radico

Immcubic I'dnon, Rue Blns, BI* $nsl
BEYS2OUTH

THE NETHLRLANDS -~ PAYS-HAS

W Van Stochum

Buiteahof 36. DEN HIAAG

NEW ZEALAND = NOUVELLE-ZFLANDE
Government I nn.m§ Office,
Mulgrave Street (Prinatc Ih:l. WELLINGTON
and Governmen: Bookshops at

AUCKLAND (°.0.1, §35%)

CIHRISICHURCH (¢ O.1. IT21)

HAMILTON tP.0.1. 357)

DUNEDIN (.0.8. 1103).

NORWAY - NORVLGE

Johan Grundt Tanums Bokhandel,

Karl Johansgate 31 33, OSLO 3.

PAKISTAN

Mirza llook Agency, 65 Shahrah Quard-E-Azam.
LAIIORE

I'ORTL(.M.

Lunana Portugal, Rua do Carmo 7. LISHOA

SPAIN = ESPAGNE,

Mundi Prensa, Castellé 37, MADRID 1,

Libreria Bastinos de Joné Hosch. Pelayo 82,
BARCELONA ).

SWEDEN ~ SUEDE

Frazes, Kuagl Hovhokhandel

I'redsgatan 2, 1152 STOCKITOLM 16
SWITZERLAND - SUISSE

Libiainic Pasor, 6 rue Grenus, 1211 GENLVE 11
cta LAUSANNE, NEUCHATEL, VLVEY,
MONTRILUN. BERNE, BALE. ZURicCT
TURKEY - TURQUIE

Librairse Hachette, 369 1stiklal Caddess, llc\oglu.
ISTANBLN. &t 12 Ziya Gokalp Caddesi, ANKARA.
UNITED RKINGDOM = ROYAUME-UMNI
ILM. Swationcry Office, P.O.H. 569. LONDON
S.ELoNI

Branches at. LDINBURGII. BIRMINGHAM,
HRISTOL, MANCHLSTER, CARDIFI’

BLLFAST

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OLCD Publications Center, Suxlc 1207,

1750 Pennsylania Ave, NV

WASHINGTON, D.C. ‘0006 Tel.2 (202)295-8755
VENEZUELA

Libreria del Este, Avda, I Miranda §2.

Edificio Galipan. CARACAS.

YUGOSLAVIA = YOUGOSLAVIE

Jugposlosensha Knpga, “Terarzije 27. P.O.B )6,
BLOGRAD

Les commandes provenant de pays o I' 'OCDE n'a pas encorc désigné de déposttaire
pcu\cnl circ adressécs 3 :

OCI)I, Burcau des Pubkications, 2

ruc Andre- I'ascal 75775 Pans CEDEX 16

Otders and i mqulrm from countrics where s:l:s agents have not yet been ag{:omlcd may be sent to

OLECD. Publications Office, 2 ruc Andrc-Pascal, 75775 Paris

OECD PUBLICATIONS. 2, tve André-Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16 - No. 30.315 1972
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